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SUBJECT: SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHARTER 

1 . SPECIAL COMMITTEE MET IN PM OF MARCH 21 TO HEAR 
STATEMENTS BY PHILIPPINES, TURKEY, POLAND, IRAN, 

SIERRA LEONE AND SPAIN ON RATIONALIZATION OF EXISTING 
PROCEDURES. 

2. PHILIPPINES PROPOSED THAT TEXT OF GENERAL DEBATE 
STATEMENTS BE DISTRIBUTED TWO DAYS IN ADVANCE OF 
DELIVERY, THAT TEN MINUTE SUMMARY BE DELIVERED FOR THE 
RECORD WITH FULL TEXT ANNEXED TO MEETING RECORD; 

GENERAL DEBATE STATEMENTS OF HEADS OF STATE OR 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE TREATED ACCORDING TO EXISTING 
PRACTICES; FOREIGN MINISTERS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE TO 
STAY FOR THREE WEEKS DURING GA IN ORDER TO HOLD 
CONSULTATIONS; INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS BE HELD AT 
BEGINNING OF YEAR BETWEEN SYG AND REGIONAL GROUPS TO 
ACHIEVE AGREEMENT AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE ON COMPOSITION 
OF GENERAL COMMITTEE FOR NEXT GA; MACHINERY BE DEVISED, 

REFLECTING COMPOSITION OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE, TO 
BEGIN CONSIDERATION OF ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER TASKS 
IN ADVANCE OF OPENING OF GA. 
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3. TURKEY, IN DISJOINTED SPEECH, SPOKE OF IMPORTANCE 

OF RATIONALIZATION OF WORKING METHODS, INTERDEPENDENCE 
OF DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT, IMPORTANCE OF SECRETARIAT 
STAFF BEING OF HIGHEST LEVEL OF EFFICIENCY, COMPETENCE 
AND INTEGRITY; SUPPORTED LITTLE IN MEXICAN PROPOSALS 
(WG/3); SUGGESTED ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUBSIDIARY 
COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER INCLUSION 
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OF NEW ITEMS AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO GENERAL 
COMMITTEE; SUPPORTED FRENCH PROPOSALS AND MOST OF 
EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS; OPPOSED PHILIPPINE PROPOSAL TO 
HAVE FOREIGN MINISTERS REMAIN IN NEW YORK FOR THREE 
WEEKS. 

4. POLAND, IN LENGTHY STATEMENT, GAVE ITS OBSERVATIONS 
AND COMMENTS ON EACH WORKING PAPER ON RATIONALIZATION; 
CONSIDERED EXISTING RULES OF PROCEDURE TO BE SATISFACTORY 
BUT BETTER APPLICATION OF THE RULES AND A COOPERATIVE 
ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH TO APPLY THEM WERE NEEDED; EXPRESSED 
STRONG RESERVATIONS TO MOST OF THE SUGGESTIONS IN THE 
WORKING PAPERS; SUPPORTED THOSE PROPOSALS FOR MORE 
EQUITABLE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF SECRETARIAT POSTS; 
SCORED US VIEW ON SECRETARIAT WHICH WOULD PERPETUATE 
THE WASPS WITHIN THE SECRETARIAT, DID NOT CONSIDER 

THE PARAMOUNT PRINCIPLE OF "EFFICIENCY, COMPETENCE AND 
INTEGRITY" TO BE IN CONFLICT WITH EQUITABLE GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION. POLAND SAID SECRETARIAT SHOULD BE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL MEMBERS OTHERWISE CHARTER COULD 
NOT BE DULY SERVED; RELATIONSHIP OF POSTS WAS NOT 
BETWEEN DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AS SUGGESTED 
BY EGYPT, BUT AMONG DIFFERENT CULTURES, REGIONS AND 
SYSTEMS. 

5. IRAN COMMENTED ON VARIOUS WORKING PAPERS; SAID 
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RATIONALIZATION SHOULD CONFORM WITH THE CHARTER, AND 
PROVIDE EFFECTIVE USE OF UN RESOURCES BUT NOT MEAN 
GROWTH OF BUDGET, ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, SECRETARIAT UNITS, OR STAFF; 
SUGGESTED A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF VARIOUS UN SECTORS. 

6. SIERRA LEONE SUPPORTED US STATEMENT ON SECRETARIAT, 
SUPPORTED PRINCIPLE OF EQUITABLE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 
BUT PRINCIPLE OF EFFICIENCY COMPETENCE AND INTEGRITY 
MUST BE OBSERVED. SUPPORTED FRENCH PROPOSAL ON HAVING 
SIXTH COMMITTEE CONSIDER LEGAL ASPECTS OF QUESTIONS 
UNDER CONSIDERATION BY OTHER COMMITTEES. 

7. SPAIN COMMENTED IN DEPTH ON VARIOUS WORKING PAPERS; 
SUPPORTED FRENCH PROPOSALS TO HAVE SIXTH COMMITTEE 
CONSIDER LEGAL ASPECTS OF QUESTIONS BEFORE OTHER 
COMMITTEES; SUPPORTED UK PROPOSAL ON DISTRIBUTION OF 
WORK BETWEEN FIRST COMMITTEE AND SPC; SUPPORTED 
EGYPTIAN PROPOSAL ON TWENTY MINUTE TIME-LIMIT FOR 
INTERVENTIONS; SCORED WORKING METHODS OF THIRD 
COMMITTEE; SUVNWKMNO STRENGTHENING WORK OF SIXTH 
COMMITTEE. SPAIN WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT XYX( 
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AND RECORDS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES; SAID EMPHASIS SHOULD 
BE ON IMPLEMENTATION OF EXISTING RULES, CHAIRMEN OF 
COMMITTEES SHOULD BE QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS WITH 
EXPERIENCE IN UN WORK WITH KNOWLEDGE OF RULES OF 
PROCEDURE AND THE ABILITY TO IMPLEMENT THEM IMPARTI AL LY. 

8. INFORMAL NEGOTIATING GROUP WILL MEET AT 10:30 AM ON 
MARCH 22; COMMITTEE, AS WORKING GROUP. WILL MEET AT 
11:30 AND AS PLENARY WILL MEET AT 3 PM. 
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9. BEFORE PM MEETING STARTED, USDEL LEARNED THAT SEVERAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS CONSIDERED LISTING OF PROPOSALS ON 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO BE NEARLY COMPLETED AT PRESENT; 
THE ONLY "LIST" IS UNOFFICIAL SECRETARIAT COMPILATION 
OF PROPOSALS CULLED, DURING MEETINGS OF INFORMAL GROUP, 
FROM WORKING PAPERS. US DEL SAID SECRETARIAT PAPER 
WAS NOT A LIST. IT WAS INDISCRIMINATE COMPILATION OF 
PROPOSALS WITHOUT ANY ATTEMPT AT MERGING SIMILAR 
PROPOSALS. US DEL SAID IT WOULD BE ABSURD IF SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE WERE TO PRESENT THAT TYPE OF PAPER TO THE GA. 
UK DEL SAID PRIDE WOULD PREVENT IT FROM PUTTING ITS 
NAME TO SUCH A DOCUMENT. IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, US 
DEL PLANS TO PLACE ITS LISTING BEFORE AM MEETING OF 
INFORMAL GROUP AS AN EXAMPLE OF TYPE OF LIST 
COMMITTEE COULD RESPECTABLY PRODUCE. LEONARD 
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